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Technology can buoy pool safety

By Bob: Lyons
Spucial io Globe and Mail Updats
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Frovil Lines s & guash vhemgamnl soitla Tenng pefspacives an cuianl Sses snd ewvants am
Laaple warking on the (et ines of Cansda’s lechnology indusiy. Bob Lyang s presiden of
Torrapn Gommoricafions e,

Dircwning is eithar the leadng o second leading cause ol accidental dealh of children aged 1t 4
in mosl Canadian communilizs. & foddler whoss home hay a backyand pool is many fmes mona
By Lo crown than experionce a falal car acridend,

Foddlors whosa parenls have recenlly purchased a pocd are al he gresteat ik all e whia
paublic awaraness is growing, bul the annaal drowmning b remains slubbomly high.

S fo quickly s Camsia axdopling ponl saiety iechnodogy composed fo olher counlries? Unlike
Australia, Frence, and reany counfies s1ihe ULS., backyard paal nslallalion and oparalion is
umregulatad in Canads, excepl with respact o propery fencing. Canadian ragulalors freat tea
Parciyand poal or spacas an dem of indivkiual rasponsibility and choice, The Canadian Lifesaving
Sachaty, other aalely organizations and some lncal gavemiments, with help rom the medsa,
promate wialer safaty in theory — and that's iL

Bat, mterestngly, safely-rebded lochrlogy i he Gsles) growmg poal & speemarkel in Canada,
wilh salas doubling in eech of the last four vears, Why'? Becauss parenta are starting 1o
wnderstand that vinilsace ard popery fencing alone do nol adegualely prodesl chikdoen in or
BNIUME & pool Slill, we are e miech mang 2ieady than Acslralia, France and some parls ol
L&, thal havg chosen lo mandats the usa of tachnology i new, Bnd ulimalaly all, backyard
poals inslallations.

What's mors bewildenng (s Canadian orparazalions like Ine Cansdian Lifasaving Socaty, The
Canada Salely Council and the Red Cross have a long lagacy of education programs thil dan’
incorporals echnology, & least unlil it is horcughly prassen in prsclice — which could ke years
caparding an tha organizalon's aitena. Thalr (isk aovarea] Ewyers appaar 1o foous on jhe
liakiility of ksdership rather than a positee macro resalt, 56, unless the slats mes.in Canada
becomes a pollical issue (F5 ik has = Aasiialis, France st some poets of LLE), don® esgéct
Canadian pool salaly product slandands or recommendalions sy time soan.

Responsille paol meners in Ganada krow hat child supenasion is recessany, even mandisory,
bt iz simply nol encugh. Technelogy imaovation and s adopticn can help lower pod dicwning as

# Ieading causae of accidsntal daalh, bt what products are Gyallable now, and how effactiva am
thieay ?

A varinty of safety-relsted products are now svailebla and coming an-line o make pools safer by
prawanlmg access o the walor, warning if an unaudbonzed child enters the waler, and by alesting
il spmecne in tha walar gats inla routla. Technolegy-retated aalulons include everylhing fram

podl-intrusion and gato-opening sensors, o laser fances a6l the pool's parimelar, 1o waler-mation
seNE0rs And sanar or video swrveilancs of the goal itsall.
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A fence complately armund the pood is tha absclute essential starling point. It shouwld ba at least
fawr fent high and clear of any fumituse a chikd could e o climb, Aosaell-Gasag, sell aching-gake
is alsn eszenlial b ensure an opaning & nevar avallable to & child. Equally Imponant, only the
poal — no lawn chans, barbegua. elo, — should be foumd wilhin the peol fonce, An access bamar
fram the howse b the bisckyard herafora does nat suflics &5 he "feurth side” of a poal lence,

A variely of devices are availabds o wam of eniry info the pocl. Mane of hem propedy substilute
far a paol fence, although thay ana often usad this way,

Pool alarms fall mbo o calegonies; Bhese thal skarmm il o enders thi poal Jidiscrimingde] aned
thage 1l alanm il an unasbazad parson anlers the gaol [dizciminala]. Only 1he discriminala
syslaim conlinues o funciion when a poal k2 occuglad, o s viable sl & shared cordo or reson
during cpan pool hours,

Thar fracdificnal ponl alanm delects subsce wave o subsurface waler prassurne (o infer paol enlry.
Devices of his ype have the wall-known disadvantages of falss alarming dee 1o wand, and delay
in datacting wavas producad by & small chid. A newar, more expansive gevice using sonar ralier
than waler displacemenl & fsler amd mone reliable

The oaly bype of discrminate peol alarm prodisct currendly svailabia rallas on an immersion sansar
hed st ba wom by sach individeal, noomally & young child, withowd permission io goinlo fhe
pnl, Since moaarming wil cocur unless ihe child is wearing e dessse, it nesds 1o e ot
agpealing to the chigd and somedhing caly &n edult can remove.

Lindarwater video surmillanoe o assisl ieguards i being instalkad o soone public peals. This
lechinedagy is nal yet viable lor privabe pools.

Whita safaty-ralatad technobany is teday o st growing merked, il is anly scralchinmg the surfce of
the neseel, The raganily buys salety anly when torzed 1o 3o 80, e, years alter & preduct s
demanairably alfecliva. The car sest ball and the personal fintation device (PFOY ars siriking
EXEMpES,

Wy fhis irralionsd behavsour — winy wail untd lives sre losl belore we do anyihing? Becauss we
as A sociely olan wet for our gosemments 1o make decisions, aven when the sialistics ara clear,
Wa alsn hava parcaptions and afliudes fhat are difficull o shake, and fechnology can b
threaiening 1o whal peaple tink aieeady works,

Canadiang are well informed and sefely conscious. Bub wa naad to be evan mare profective of 59
yaurgg childran bving wilh a backyard peol. The needless death or permaremnt bain damage of o
child affects us all. Therelone, take change and dan'l sl for pronouncaments ard requlalions
fram salely orzanizations before learming more mbout tha opdions avallable. This is a real
appartunity for technoiogy to make a difarence,
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